
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Media User Guidelines 

These guidelines outline the rules, expectations, and best practices for the use of all 
Society-managed websites, social media pages, groups, and any digital or print content or 
communications representing the Badger Face Texel Sheep Society (“the Society”) in 
accordance with the Society’s Media Policy, which should be read alongside this document. 

They apply to all individuals who engage with media on behalf of the Society, or who are invited 
to contribute to Society-branded platforms in any capacity, including content creation, 
moderation, or administration, whether formally appointed or informally involved. This includes 
Members (as defined in Clause 1.4 of the Company Byelaws), but may also extend to others 
acting with delegated access or support roles. For the purposes of this document, all such 
individuals are collectively referred to as “users”. 

 

1. Roles and Responsibilities  

Users involved in managing, posting to, or contributing within Society-branded platforms carry 
varying levels of responsibility depending on their role and the nature of their access. To support 
clarity, users are grouped into two tiers of responsibility: 

 
Tier 1 - National Officers, Promotions Team and Executive or Independent Resources 

These users are responsible for official Society-wide communications. They manage the national 
website and main social media channels, set Society messaging and branding standards, and 
approve national campaigns. Their role ensures consistency, integrity, and alignment with the 
Society’s core brand identity. 

 
Tier 2 - Regional Admins, Group Moderators and Approved Contributors 

These users support the running of approved regional pages and groups under the guidance of 
national standards. They may share local news, events, and member stories, help moderate 
content, and contribute original posts. All content must align with the Society’s branding, tone, 
and media policy. Admin and moderator roles do not carry formal authority within the Society 
and must not be used to alter page settings or edit other users without Governance approval. 
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2. Ownership and Oversight 

All pages, groups, and social media assets carrying the Society’s name or branding are the sole 
property of the Society and are managed under the oversight of Governance, acting on behalf 
of the Board of Directors. 

Ownership and access are governed by the following principles: 

●​ Maintaining a central point of oversight ensures media remains aligned with the Society’s 
values, aims and voice; 

●​ Users shall always be someone trusted to support continuity, accountability, and 
appropriate representation; and 

●​ All tiers of access are a privilege, not a right, that may be changed or removed if 
needed. 

All passwords and administrative access are managed centrally by the Governance function. No 
user may restrict or override access to Society platforms. When a user steps down, they are 
required to assist with a smooth transition, including handing over access details to an approved 
successor. All changes to platform management must be logged to ensure continuity and 
accountability. 

 

3. Behaviour and Content 

All content shared under the Society’s name must reflect its values and uphold a respectful, 
constructive tone. This applies across all platforms, whether posting, commenting, moderating, or 
messaging within Society-branded spaces. Users are expected to: 

●​ Communicate with courtesy and integrity; 
●​ Avoid gossip, personal attacks, or divisive remarks; 
●​ Share fact-based information and avoid speculation or misinformation; and 
●​ Refrain from speaking on behalf of the Society unless expressly authorised to do so. 

Sharing personal experiences, knowledge, and positive engagement is welcomed. However, 
users must take care not to present personal views as official Society policy or advice.   
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Encouraged Content 

●​ Photographs from shows or sales, along with results; 
●​ Updates about Society activities or meetings; 
●​ Positive member achievements and inspiring flock stories; and 
●​ Educational posts about the breed, flock management, or tips. 

Content to Avoid 

●​ Unauthorised advertising or sales outside approved channels; 
●​ Personal grievances, internal disputes or confidential or financial matters; 
●​ Negative, defamatory, inflammatory, misinformation, or speculative claims; 
●​ Repetitive, excessive, or off-topic posting that detracts from others’ contributions; and 
●​ Personal views, or the views of others, framed as official Society positions. 

 

4. Branding and Visual Identity 

The Society’s visual identity is a key part of its reputation and must be treated with care across all 
media platforms. Every post, page, and image contributes to how the Society is seen by 
members and the wider public. Users are expected to follow these basic presentation standards: 

●​ Only the official Society logo may be used on pages, profiles, banners, or promotional 
materials and must not be stretched, recoloured, cropped, or altered in any way; 

●​ Do not create or use alternative logos, symbols, or visual identifiers that resemble or could 
be assumed to replace the official Society logo; 

●​ Personal watermarks, initials, or flock names must not be added to posts in a way that 
implies endorsement, ownership, or co-branding with the Society; 

●​ The full and correct name, [The] Badger Face Texel [Sheep] Society, must be used in all 
formal content and abbreviations such as Badgers may be used informally only; and 

●​ Accuracy in spelling, formatting, and presentation is essential when representing the 
Society. Even small errors can undermine credibility and professionalism, therefore please 
check all content carefully before publishing. 

Further guidance is available in the Branding Guidelines, which provide tone advice, layout 
standards, and practical examples to help maintain consistency across all media and platforms. 
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5. Copyright and Attribution 

We value original content and the people behind it. Whether sharing updates, images, or 
educational posts, all users are asked to follow these principles to respect creative ownership 
and maintain professionalism across Society platforms: 

●​ Always credit the original creator when sharing images, videos, or written content 
provided by someone else. For example: “Thanks to [Name] for the photo!”; 

●​ Do not repost material, whether from within or outside the Society, without clear 
permission and appropriate attribution; 

●​ Do not use third-party graphics, articles, or media unless they are rights-cleared, publicly 
available, or you have direct written authorisation to use them; and 

●​ Written consent is required before posting sensitive material, including images of children 
or individuals who are clearly identifiable in a non-public setting. 

Any original content created specifically for the Society, including social media posts, printed 
materials, graphics, or videos, is considered the property of the Society. This ensures continuity, 
protects branding, and allows for proper archiving and reuse. 

If any user or contributor wishes to retain ownership of material they have created for Society use, 
this must be agreed in writing in advance by the Board of Directors. 

 

6. Breaches and Consequences 

Maintaining the integrity of Society media spaces is a shared responsibility. While most issues can 
be resolved quickly and respectfully, it’s important that concerns are handled in a way that 
protects both individuals and the Society’s reputation. 

Participation in Society-managed pages, groups, and media platforms is conditional on following 
the applicable policy. Any unauthorised posting, misuse of branding, or failure to follow content 
or conduct guidelines may result in the removal of content, suspension or loss of admin or 
contributor access, or formal disciplinary action. Such matters will be addressed in accordance 
with the Society’s Complaint Handling and Disciplinary Process, as defined in Section 4 of the 
Company Byelaws (also known as the Society Rule Book). If you are ever unsure whether 
something is permitted, please ask before posting. 
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7. Implied Agreement and Acknowledgement 

This policy forms an extension of the Company Byelaws and carries the same expectations for 
conduct, responsibility, and accountability.  By accepting access, posting, or moderating in any 
Society-managed digital space, individuals confirm their agreement to comply with the Media 
Policy and these Media User Guidelines. 

This policy will be reviewed periodically. Users will be notified of any updates or amendments as 
appropriate. 

Thank you for helping us represent the Society with care and professionalism. 
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